
 

KPDA WEEKLY MEDIA REVIEW REPORT AS 
AT 1ST SEPTEMBER 2017 

Weekly Insights into Current Affairs Affecting the Kenyan Real Estate Market 

 
Every Friday, we select a few media articles from the week that we think are worth your 

time as a player in the property development sector. We look for compelling articles not 
only about trends in the market, but also policy issues, upcoming technologies and global 

trends in real estate. We would love to hear from you on what you are engaged in to 
promote the sector. 

Contact us via ceo@kpda.or.ke 

 
 

CEO DE-BRIEF 

UPDATE ON KPDA MEMBERSHIP 
 
Please join us in welcoming Lifestyle Estate Holdings Ltd who became Premium Members on 30th 
of August 2017!  

 
The KPDA family now has 145 members! 
 
For more information on joining KPDA, please contact the secretariat on 0737 530 290 or 0705 
277 787.  
 
2017 AFRICAN PROPERTY AWARDS (API) WINNERS ANNOUNCED!! KARIBU HOMES AND GARDEN 
CITY BAG PRESTIGIOUS AWARDS! 
 

 
 

 

AWARDING EXCELLENCE 

   

Property developers, suppliers and owners recently got the opportunity to 

showcase their best projects and services from across sub-Saharan Africa at the 

first ever Africa Property Investment (API) Awards held in August this year. 

  

The awards, announced today at the API Summit and Expo 2017, recognises innovation and outstanding 

achievement across the entire property industry in seven categories. The projects were judged on a wide 

range of criteria including location, infrastructure and transport access, integration into the environment, 

originality of the concept, technical and architectural quality, services offered, sensitivity to the local 

community, innovation, sustainability, corporate staff involvement, response to market demands, financial 

performance, occupancy, and the impact of the project on economic convergence. 
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The calibre of entries was world class and the judges had a challenging time selecting the winners, 

nevertheless they managed to hone in on the best projects.  

Here are the winners for each category from the  2017 Africa Property Investment Awards. 

  

 

API AWARDS CATEGORIES: 
 

 

 

Garden City is East Africa’s first integrated residential, retail and office development. Set on 32 acres the 

development includes an approximately 45 000m2 shopping mall, over 200 residential apartments and 20 
000m2 built-to-suit office space. Developed by Actis in line with the Kenyan government’s Vision 2030 the 
project has sustainability at its core and features the largest solar paneled carport in Africa on the mall’s 
rooftop parking area. The developer’s vision was to create a “live-work-play” environment to cater to the 
community in the North-East suburbs of Nairobi. 
 
Karibu Homes is a leading Kenyan developer of mass market affordable housing with 1000 homes currently 

under development. The developer has successfully delivered the first community of affordable housing in 
Nairobi having already completed Phase 1 of the project with 285 homes built and sold. Work on Phase 2 
has started with 500 homes under construction.  Since inception the development has had a significant 
systemic impact on the affordable housing ecosystem in general with both public and private institutions 
actively seeking to learn something from the development through site visits, panel discussions and 
scholarships.  

 

  

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE WINNERS!  

WE LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR 2018 ENTRIES 
 

 

  
  

 
BRIEF ON THE VALIDATION OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR REPORT ON THE DRAFT POLICY AND 
LEGISLATION TO SUPPORT ENHANCEMENT OF COUNTY OWN SOURCE REVENUE 
 
Businesses have been subjected to an unpredictable business environment in the counties since the 
commencement of devolution. Specifically, KEPSA has noted instances of double taxation, unlawful 
taxation, punitive trade licensing practices, administrative inefficiencies and lack of transparency 
of revenue collection, and failure by the county government to provide services to business 
commensurate to the revenue collected. KEPSA organized a stakeholders’ forum on Wednesday 30th 
August 2017 where the Draft Policy to Support Enhancement of County Governments’ Own Source 
Revenue was reviewed. To access the policy document, please click on the link below: 
 
..\..\..\..\..\Desktop\Memorandum on County Governments Revenue Raising Regulation Process 
Bill 2017 .pdf 
 
To download the County Government - Revenue Raising Process - Bill 2017 please click on the link 
below: 
 
..\..\..\..\KPDA Committee Matters\Policy and Advocacy Committee\County Government - 
Revenue Raising Process - Bill 2017 - 3rd August 2017.pdf 
 
To download the Draft National Policy to Support Enhancement of County Own Source Revenue, 
please click on the link below: 
 
..\..\..\..\KPDA Committee Matters\Policy and Advocacy Committee\Draft National Policy to 
Support Enhancement of County Own Source Revenue.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 

file:///C:/Users/kpda-admin/Desktop/Memorandum%20on%20County%20Governments%20Revenue%20Raising%20Regulation%20Process%20Bill%202017%20.pdf
file:///C:/Users/kpda-admin/Desktop/Memorandum%20on%20County%20Governments%20Revenue%20Raising%20Regulation%20Process%20Bill%202017%20.pdf
file:///C:/Users/kpda-admin/Documents/KPDA%20Committee%20Matters/Policy%20and%20Advocacy%20Committee/County%20Government%20-%20Revenue%20Raising%20Process%20-%20Bill%202017%20-%203rd%20August%202017.pdf
file:///C:/Users/kpda-admin/Documents/KPDA%20Committee%20Matters/Policy%20and%20Advocacy%20Committee/County%20Government%20-%20Revenue%20Raising%20Process%20-%20Bill%202017%20-%203rd%20August%202017.pdf
file:///C:/Users/kpda-admin/Documents/KPDA%20Committee%20Matters/Policy%20and%20Advocacy%20Committee/Draft%20National%20Policy%20to%20Support%20Enhancement%20of%20County%20Own%20Source%20Revenue.pdf
file:///C:/Users/kpda-admin/Documents/KPDA%20Committee%20Matters/Policy%20and%20Advocacy%20Committee/Draft%20National%20Policy%20to%20Support%20Enhancement%20of%20County%20Own%20Source%20Revenue.pdf


 
THE DEVELOPER'S DIGEST: APRIL TO JULY 2017 ISSUE IS NOW OUT!!!! 
 
The latest issue of The Developer's Digest is now out!! 
 
For those who wish to contribute to the KPDA e-newsletter please write to ceo@kpda.or.ke and 
we will consider your contribution. 
 

 
 
To download the full newsletter, please click on the link below: 
..\..\..\..\KPDA Newsletter Matters\2nd Issue 2017 April - July\The Developer's Digest, April - July 
2017 Issue.pdf 
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THE KPDA END OF YEAR KOROGA IS HERE!! PROUDLY SPONSORED BY KONE 

KENYA LTD 
KPDA CORPORATE NETWORKING KOROGA EVENT, FRIDAY 27TH OCTOBER 2017 AT THE SPICE 
ROOTS RESTAURANT – SIMBA UNION CLUB, STARTING AT 6.00PM 
 
On Friday, 27th October 2017, KPDA will hold its famous interactive and informal networking event, 
the Koroga! We have an extremely enjoyable evening planned for our guests and even include a 
Cooking Competition in our program! It is time to displace Acorn Group from the winning chair! For 
more information on the Koroga, please contact the secretariat on 0705 277 787 or 0737 530 290. 

 
 
To download the invitation flyer, please click on the link below: 

..\..\..\..\KPDA Newsletter Matters\2nd Issue 2017 April - July\Invitation to the KPDA Corporate 
Networking KOROGA Event, 27th October 2017.pdf 
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file:///C:/Users/kpda-admin/Documents/KPDA%20Newsletter%20Matters/2nd%20Issue%202017%20April%20-%20July/Invitation%20to%20the%20KPDA%20Corporate%20Networking%20KOROGA%20Event,%2027th%20October%202017.pdf


 
31ST AUGUST 2017 
 
The Standard | Peter Muiruri | Thursday 31st August 2017 
REAL ESTATE BATTLE SWITCHES TO ‘LIVE, WORK AND PLAY’ PROJECTS 
 
A few metres from the junction of Lower Hill Road and Haile Selassie Avenue, Nairobi, bulldozers 
will soon start roaring to life and cranes rise to the skies when construction of one of the most 
ambitious projects in the country starts on the more than three-and-a-half acres just a stone’s 
throw away from the city centre. Read More 
 
Business Today |Wilberforce Okwiri |Thursday 31st August 2017 
MORTGAGE LOANS SHOT TO SH219.9 BILLION IN 2016, REPORT SHOWS 
 
Demand for mortgage loans increased by 8.1% last year due to an increased appetite for home 
ownership as opposed to rentals, latest statistics by the Central Bank of Kenya (CBK) indicate. 
Read More 
 
Business Today| Boniface Otieno | Thursday 31st August 2017 
LAND MINISTRY NAMES NAIROBI ESTATES WITH DANGEROUS BUILDINGS 

 

Most buildings in Nairobi do not meet safety standards, exposing the capital city as a potential 
disaster zone. Read More 
 

Business Today| Lillian Mutavi| Thursday 31st August 2017 

ALL CITY HALL’S REVENUE POINTS GO ONLINE 

 

City Hall has said it will fully automate its revenue channels from Friday in a bid to seal loopholes. 

Read More 

 
Business Today| James Kariuki| Thursday 31st August 2017 
VIVO SEEKS SH180M FROM SALE OF JOGOO ROAD LAND 
 
Petroleum products vendor, Vivo Energy, has put on sale its Nairobi Jogoo Road petrol station land 
and developments for a reserve price of Sh180 million. Read More 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/business/article/2001253152/real-estate-battle-switches-to-live-work-and-play-projects
https://businesstoday.co.ke/mortgage-loans-shot-sh219-9-billion-2016-report-shows/
https://businesstoday.co.ke/mortgage-loans-shot-sh219-9-billion-2016-report-shows/
http://www.businessdailyafrica.com/news/counties/Land-ministry-names-Nairobi-estates-with-dangerous-buildings-/4003142-4078828-jx5hhf/index.html
http://www.businessdailyafrica.com/economy/All-City-Hall-s-revenue-points-go-online/3946234-4078788-r6agdx/index.html
http://www.businessdailyafrica.com/markets/news/Vivo-seeks-Sh180m-from-sale-of-Jogoo-Road-land/3815534-4078674-1hl5tr/index.html


 
The Standard | Hosea Omole| Thursday 31th August 2017 
FIVE QUICK WAYS TO INJECT LIFE INO OUTDOOR ROOMS 
 
Today’s outdoor rooms incorporate all the furnishings and accessories that have traditionally been 
associated only with the indoors.   
                     

 
 
 



 
The Standard| Wangechi Kanyeki| Thursday 31st August 2017 
SMART WAYS TO DIVIDE SPACE  

 
Whether with a bed sheet or a curtain, it is an old tradition to separate open plan rooms for 
different functions.  

 

 

 

 

 
 
THE CORE VALUES OF THE KENYA PROPERTY DEVELOPERS ASSOCIATION 

1. Integrity and Honesty: Integrity and honesty form the core of our daily decisions. We expect our 
members to uphold high standards of behavior and take personal responsibility for the decisions 
they make 

2. Transparency: We believe that transparency builds trust. We are upfront and visible about 
decisions and actions we take 

3. Professionalism and Diligence: We challenge and support our members to work to the highest 
industry standards. We honor our commitments and stakeholders’ needs to the best of our ability 

4. Sustainable Practices: We are committed to ensuring development serves human needs today 
while protecting the future of generations to come 

5. High Ethical Standards: We conduct our daily operations in accordance with the highest ethical 
standards with full commitment to observance of applicable laws 

 
 

 

 



The Standard| David Mwitari | Thursday 31st August 2017 

60 ARTISANS TO UNDERGO CONSTRUCTION SKILLS UPGRADE 

 

Sixty artisans recently participated in a mentorship forum organized by the HF Foundation as part 

of the ‘Army of One Million Artisans ‘programme aimed at improving the quality of technical skills 

in the construction industry.  

 

 
 

 

The Standard| David Mwitari | Thursday 31st August 2017 

STUDENT HOUSING. UK FIRM SIGNS KSH 7B DEAL WITH ACORN GROUP 

 

Helios, a private equity fund entity firm from the United Kingdom, has signed a SH 7.4billion with 

Acorn Group to build hostels for students in Kenya.  

 

 
 

 



 

The Standard| Nanjinia Wamuswa | Thursday 31st August 2017 

CULTURAL ‘BANDAS’ THAT ATTRACT LOCAL AND FOREIGN TOURISTS 

 

On the rough and dusty Isiolo-Merti Road, it is hard to miss the several makuti-and grass-thatch… 

 

 
 

 
 
KPDA supports the property development industry in the following ways: 
 Improving the industry capacity and image by making it a pre-requisite for all members to sign 

the KPDA Code of Conduct; 
 Promoting public policies that make it easier to do business; 
 Hosting educational seminars on (amongst other themes) upcoming building technologies, 

legislation governing the industry and the provision of affordable housing; 
 Working with government and private sector players to identify issues of mutual concern and 

jointly address them; 
 Forging relationships between industry partners for positive collaboration; 
 Providing forums where developers network not only with each other but also, potential business 

partners as well as local and international investors; 
 Linking our members to new financing, marketing and project management opportunities. 
 

 

 



 

30TH AUGUST 2017 

 

Daily Nation | Lillian Mutavi| Wednesday 30th August 2017 

CONSTRUCTION STOPPED OVER COLLAPSE FEARS 

 

The construction of building in Zimmerman, Nairobi, has been stopped after two adjacent houses  

Showed signs of collapsing. 

   

 

 

 

 

Daily Nation | Daniel Nyassy | Wednesday 30th August 2017 

RESIDENTS CELEBRATE FIRST-EVER TARMAC ROAD IN AREA  

 

There is excitement in Kinango constituency, Kwale County, as the first-ever tarmac road in the 

area takes shape. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nation.co.ke/counties/nakuru/Nakuru-County-gains-plastic-ban/1183314-4067440-5h9w05z/index.html
http://www.nation.co.ke/counties/nakuru/Nakuru-County-gains-plastic-ban/1183314-4067440-5h9w05z/index.html
http://www.nation.co.ke/counties/nakuru/Nakuru-County-gains-plastic-ban/1183314-4067440-5h9w05z/index.html
http://www.nation.co.ke/counties/nakuru/Nakuru-County-gains-plastic-ban/1183314-4067440-5h9w05z/index.html


 

Daily Nation | Wednesday 30th August 2017 

SALE OF LAND 

 

Offers are invited for the purchase of land with buildings that can serve as a service station or any 

other investment in Nairobi, along Jogoo Road. 

 
 

 

Daily Nation | Vivere Nandiemo| Wednesday 30th August 2017 

SLEEPY MIGORI TOWN ARISES 

 

Once considered a veritable outpost thanks to its isolation and poor planning, Kehancha has 

become one of the fastest growing towns in Migori County Read More 

 

Daily Nation | Wednesday 30th August 2017 

MATATU OPERATORS DECRY GRABBED PARKING LOTS IN MOMBASA 

 

Matatu Welfare Association National Secretary General Sammy Gitau has raised an alarm over a 

trend where wealthy individuals are grabbing parking space for Public Service Vehicles in Mombasa 

Read More 

 

The Standard | Standard Team| Wednesday 30th August 2017 

UHURU'S DIRECTIVE ON RESETTLING SQUATTERS TURNS CHAOTIC  

 

Two opposing camps faced off on Tuesday during the ongoing demarcation of land at Ndumano 

village in Mathira East. Read More 

 

 
WHY JOIN THE KPDA FAMILY? 
KPDA’s current membership is a diverse make up of all industry players including property 
development firms, real estate agents and managers, professional firms, industry suppliers, 
government agencies, institutional investors and managers and financial institutions who are based 
both in Kenya and globally. Principally, KPDA champions the interests of the industry to ensure a 
better business environment.  
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nation.co.ke/lifestyle/DN2/Sleepy-Migori-town-arises/957860-4077180-yykdcy/index.html
http://www.nation.co.ke/video/1951480-4078148-altpju/index.html
https://www.standardmedia.co.ke/business/article/2001252993/uhuru-s-directive-on-resettling-squatters-turns-chaotic


 

Daily Nation | Rushdie Oudia| Wednesday 30th August 2017 

REPORT: STATE LAND GRABBED BY POLITICIANS 

 

Up to 62 plots of land on which government houses sit in Kisumu may have been grabbed, a new 

report shows.  

 

 
 



 

 

Business Daily | James Kariuki| Wednesday 30th August 2017 

CITY HOUSING DEVELOPER TO BUILD 3-BLOCK APARTMENTS 

 

The Nairobi county government has allowed construction of a three-block 12-storey project 

comprising 216 housing units on King’ara Road, near the Junction Mall. Read More 

 

29TH AUGUST 2017 

 

Daily Nation | James Ngunjiri| Tuesday 29th August 2017 

HUGE DEBT ASIDE, ECONOMY WILL GROW, SAY EXPERTS 

 

The Kenyan economy is expected to sustain growth irrespective of the outcome of a presidential 

election results petition in the Supreme Court Read More 

 

Business Daily | Bonface Otieno | Tuesday 29th August 2017 

THREE LOCAL DEVELOPERS BAG TOP AFRICAN AWARDS 

 

Three local developers won awards at the African Property Award (API) Summit and Expo 2017 

held in Johannesburg, South Africa, last Friday. Read More 

 

Business Daily | George Omondi| Tuesday 29th August 2017 

CONCESSION MODEL IN QUESTION AS RVR HANDS BACK ASSETS 

 

A number of pressing questions still linger as Kenya joins the list of African states whose train 

concessions deals have failed after a complete take-back of its assets from the Rift Valley 

Railways (RVR) tomorrow. Read More 

 

Business Daily | David Herbling| Tuesday 29th August 2017 

CYTONN YET TO GET CMA FUND MANAGER LICENCE A YEAR LATER 

 

Real estate-focused private equity firm Cytonn says it has to wait another month to know whether 

the regulator will grant it a licence applied for a year ago to set up a fund management unit. Read 

More 

 

Daily Nation | Ndungu Gachane| Tuesday 29th August 2017 

ALLOCATION OF WETLANDS TO FARMERS RAISES STORM. 

 

Residents of Mariki near Maragua Town in Maragua Sub-County have protested the allocation of a 

50 acre piece of land to wealthy farmers, whom they accuse of using water meant for domestic 

purposes for irrigation. 

 

 

http://www.businessdailyafrica.com/markets/news/City-housing-developer-to-build-3-block-apartments/3815534-4077254-13jgqimz/index.html
http://www.nation.co.ke/business/Huge-debt-aside-economy-will-grow--say-experts/996-4075500-gnxunnz/index.html
http://www.nation.co.ke/business/Huge-debt-aside-economy-will-grow--say-experts/996-4075500-gnxunnz/index.html
http://www.businessdailyafrica.com/markets/news/Three-local-developers-bag-top-African-awards/3815534-4076038-14ihf1iz/index.html
http://www.businessdailyafrica.com/corporate/shipping/Concession-model-question-RVR-hands-assets/4003122-4076044-af98wj/index.html
http://www.businessdailyafrica.com/markets/news/Cytonn-yet-to-get-CMA-fund-manager-licence-a-year-later/3815534-4075958-59f3mtz/index.html
http://www.businessdailyafrica.com/markets/news/Cytonn-yet-to-get-CMA-fund-manager-licence-a-year-later/3815534-4075958-59f3mtz/index.html


 

 28TH AUGUST 2017 

 

The Star| Maureen Kinyanjui| Monday 28th August 2017 

SURVEYORS NOT COLLUDING WITH CARTELS, ISK SAYS 

 

The Institution of Surveyors of Kenya has defended surveyors over reports that they are colluding 

with cartels to swindle landowners, especially on renewal of leases. Read More 

 

Daily Nation | Kennedy Kimanthi| Monday 28th August 2017 

CS: WE HAVE DEVELOPED RULES TO OPERATIONALISE LAND LAWS 

 

The Lands Ministry says regulations to operationalize land laws have been developed and are 

awaiting approval by Parliament. Read More 

 

Daily Nation |Kalume Kazungu| Monday 28th August 2017 

GOVERNORS TO START PLAN FOR PROPER LAND USE 

 

The county Government of Lamu is working on a plan that will ensure proper land demarcation 

and use in the region. 

     
 

Daily Nation | Gerald Bwisa| Monday 28th August 2017 

MEMBERS OF LAND FIRM ‘FLEECING PUBLIC OF CASH’ 

 

Some members of Tawai Land buying company in Trans Nzoia have been accused of fleecing the 

public of cash… 

 
 

https://www.the-star.co.ke/news/2017/08/28/surveyors-not-colluding-with-cartels-isk-says_c1623654
http://www.nation.co.ke/news/Regulations-to-operationalise-land-laws-developed--says-CS/1056-4073000-73a2vl/index.html
http://www.businessdailyafrica.com/markets/news/Industry-lending-up-marginally-despite-interest-rate-control/3815534-4074610-sci6fuz/index.html


 

27TH AUGUST 2017 

 

The Standard | Gerald Mutethia| Sunday 27th August 2017 
MERU SET TO REOPEN LARGEST, 24-HOUR SLAUGHTERHOUSE AFTER 10 YEARS 
 
The Meru government is ready to reopen its 24-hour slaughterhouse at Thimangiri in North Imenti 
after a shutdown of about 10 years. Read More 
 

26TH AUGUST 2017 

 

The Standard | Susan Muhindi| Saturday 26th August 2017 
THERE ARE NO CARTELS RENEWING LAND LEASES, CS KAIMENYI SAYS 
 
Lands CS Jacob Kaimenyi has denied claims that cartels are fraudulently processing renewal of 
leases. Read More 
 
The Standard | Macharia Kamau| Saturday 26th August 2017 
ERC TO MAKE PIPED GAS MANDATORY FOR NEW REAL ESTATE PROJECTS 
  
Real estate developers might soon be required to include infrastructure for distribution of cooking 
gas within new housing projects. Read More 
 
Business Daily| Bonface Otieno| Saturday 26th August 2017 

SECOND PHASE OF SGR TO RESUME IN TWO WEEKS 

 

Work on phase two of the Standard Gauge Railway (SGR) project from the city to Naivasha, 

through the Nairobi National Park, is set to start in two weeks. Read More 

 

Business Insider | David Ng'ang'a| Saturday 26th August 2017 
WE COMPARED THE RENTAL RATES IN KENYA, NIGERIA AND GHANA. HERE IS WHAT WE FOUND 
 
 The Africa Report 2017 on real estate markets in the continent describes how the real estate 
sector is continuing to develop, despite recent challenges in Africa’s commodity-driven 
economies. Read More 
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